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Changes in Law 
 
 
The Government announced this month 
that changes will be made to the Graffiti 
Control Act 2008 to increase penalties and 
introduce new offences.  
 
For example unlawful possession of spray 
paint will double from 3 months to 6 
months imprisonment and damaging or 
defacing property by means of graffiti from 
6 months to 12 months.  
 
BOCSAR statistics show that in 2008, 
76% of graffiti offenders charged were 
under the age of 18.  

  
  
  
  

  
  
LLawaw 
It is an offence for any person to be in 
possession of graffiti implements with the 
intention of using them to damage or 
deface any property.  
 
Graffiti implements include spray paint 
cans, textas or other implements designed 
or modified to produce a mark that is not 
readily removable by wiping or by use of 
water or detergent. 
 
It is an offence to damage or deface any 
premise or other property by means of a 
graffiti implement.  
 

  
PPenalties enalties   
¥ Imprisonment of up to 6 months.  
¥ Warnings 
¥ Cautions 
¥ Fines 
¥ Charge 
¥ Criminal and Police  record 
 
 


